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FREMANTLE MARINERS WATER POLO TEAM 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.06 am]: Western Australia has a rich 
tradition of excellence across a range of sports and sporting disciplines. One sport that does not always receive 
the accolades of some of the higher professional codes in our community is water polo. I take this opportunity to 
address that lack of recognition, and acknowledge the outstanding achievements of a team of home-grown 
champions.  

The National Water Polo League, as it has become known, conducted its inaugural season in 1990 and WA’s 
Fremantle Mariners competed in the league for the first time in 1992. I am delighted to inform the house that by 
defeating the Victorian Tigers 9–8 in the National Water Polo League finals on 7 May, the Fremantle Mariners 
have become the most successful team in National Water Polo League history. The team now has a record that is 
unlikely to be matched in the foreseeable future. The Mariners boast 12 grand final appearances, including a 
record 10 consecutive grand final appearances from 1997 to 2006 and appearances again in 2009 and 2011. The 
team won eight minor premierships and six championship titles between 1998 and 2011. That is a fantastic 
record and the team played a fantastic final. The Mariners started well before the defending champions, the 
Victorian Tigers, forced their way back into the match to tie the game at eight goals apiece with one minute and 
23 seconds to go. It took a fantastic effort from stand-in Fremantle captain, Tim Cleland, to score the winning 
goal with just 35 seconds left on the clock.  

On behalf of Western Australians, I congratulate the successful Mariners team and coaching and support staff for 
their outstanding achievements. I make special mention of the Mariners captain, Jamie Beadsworth, who was 
forced to watch on after suffering a serious injury in a lead-up game to the grand final. I also acknowledge Peter 
Arancini who achieved the ultimate success with his team in his first year at the helm.  

In a terrific year for the Mariners that underlined WA’s strength in the national water polo community, two 
members of the Mariners team were honoured in the National Water Polo League team of the year and four 
members of the Mariners were selected for the Australian team, which competed in the first round of the 
Federation Internationale de Natation Amateur World League conducted in Auckland earlier this month.  

I congratulate the Mariners and the Western Australian Institute of Sport for its ongoing support of the water 
polo program. I look forward to hearing about the continued success of the men’s and women’s teams in the 
2012 season.  
 


